
 

  

 

Citizenship Tools 

Our Citizenship Tools 

Workshop was a great 

success. Read on for 

more details! 
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Save The Dates 

Check out the upcoming 

events we have scheduled, 

including our March 

meetup, CMAL, and other 

special events. 

Page 3 

Read about the High 

School Registration 

Committee’s new Civics 

Instruction for students, 

and find out more about 

Water Action Day. 
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March – April 2017 

Thank You! 

Remembering Verna 

Beaver, thanking our most 

recent Donors, welcoming 

new members, and a report 

from the Taste of Service 

Fair. 
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The first LWVSP Citizenship Tools event held 
Saturday, February 25, was a major success 
and although we did not reach our intended 
audience in the new immigrant community, 
the training, conversations and attendance 
made it a success.  About 50 people 
attended the event including three School 
Board members Chue Vue, Mary Vanderwert 
and Jeanelle Foster, and three City Council 
members Jane Prince, Chris Tolbert, Amy 
Brandmoen as well as Representative Erin 
Murphy.  Secretary of State Steve Simon 
opened the event by pointing out that voter 
turnout in Minnesota is the highest in the 
nation for eight years in a row, before New 
Hampshire and Oregon; if someone won the 
Super Bowl or an Oscar that consistently  
this would be really big news so it is 
important to realize what a significant 
accomplishment this is for our State.  
Professor Matt Filner from Metropolitan 
State University gave us an introductory 
lesson on the levels of government but also 
told us how power is shared, checked and 
balanced between national, state and local 
functions.  He taught us that telephone calls 
have a larger impact than email and that 
action that requires effort is how elected 

officials gauge constituents’ seriousness.  We 
practiced how to speak during phone calls and 
what matters to the person answering the 
phone.  Professor Filner concluded by saying 
that he believes there is a global movement to 
weaken democracy; therefore, it is important 
to be vigilant and the best way to remain 
informed is to be like a journalist:  investigate 
and check multiple sources until you find 
confirmation.    
 
For the last two hours people were able to visit 
with elected officials for 20 minutes and 
participants clearly enjoyed the opportunity to 
talk with them.  The evaluations confirmed the 
usefulness and success of the event with 
overwhelmingly positive feedback.   In 
addition, participants provided us with useful 
suggestions for ways to improve and for future 
partnerships.   Each registered guest received a 
packet including more information about state 
and local government as well as membership 
information.  Finally, committee members did 
an excellent job of finding a convenient 
location with abundant parking, easy access 
and provided a very nice variety of food and 
beverages to enjoy.    
 

 

 

League Hosts Citizenship Tools Workshop 
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The Immigrant Story: Two Perspectives 

The topic of immigrants has been front and 

center in the daily news lately. What does it 

take to resettle immigrants and/or refugees in 

Minnesota with regard to time, money, 

personnel and effort? On the other hand, what 

is it like for the individuals and families who 

come here to be uprooted from their familiar 

surroundings and culture?  How long and how 

difficult is the adjustment? Micaela 

Schuneman, Director of Refugee Services at 

the International Institute of MN, will give us 

some of the answers to the first question.  

Hodo Ali, an immigrant who came to this 

country, will also share her personal story of 

what the adjustment was like coming here to a 

different language, culture, school system, etc. 

If you have read some of the essays in Race 

in Minnesota: A Good Time for the Turth, you 

know that it was not always a smooth path. 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m.  Hallie Q. Brown Center, 270 

Kent St. North/corner of Kent and Marshall 

Ave. 

Free and open to the public. 

Save The Dates 

March Meetup 

Medical Cannabis Discussion 
 
LWVSP is holding an informational 
discussion regarding the Medical 
Cannabis program in Minnesota. Please 
join us as we learn about the program 
from MDH Research Scientist Deepa 
McGriff. This should be a very interesting 
discussion, as the program is still in its 
infancy and is a topic of great debate 
among lawmakers, patients and the 
medical profession. We hope to see you 
there! 
 
Wednesday, March 29th from 5:30 to 
7:00PM. This event will be held at 
O'gara's, 164 Snelling Ave. N, Saint 
Paul, 55104. 

Medical Cannabis 

Emergency Management 
 
The Council of Metropolitan Area 
Leagues of Women Voters presents: 
Emergency Management in the Metro 
Area – focus on public health.  Are you 
interested in immunization / Zika / Ebola 
/ influenza?  Hear from public health 
officials how state and local 
governments work to keep metro area 
residents safe.  Janice Maine (MN Dept. 
Health) and Gina Adasiewicz (Dakota 
County Public Health)  will present and 
take questions on Saturday, March 18, 
at Autumn Grove Park Gathering 
Center, 1365 Lydia Avenue West, 
Roseville. 10:00 am sign-in and coffee;  
10:30-12:00 presentations and Q & A.  
 
Free and open to the public. 

March 8th 10:15 a.m. | Book Club | The Age of Sustainable Development | Sun Ray Library  

March 15th 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. | March Member Meetup: The Immigrant Story | Hallie Q. Brown Center 

March 18th CMAL Meeting: Emergency Preparedness 

March 27th | Board Meeting 

March 29th 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. | Medical Cannabis  

April 12th 10:15 a.m. | Book Club | A Nation of Nations: A Great Immigrant Story | Sun Ray Library 

April 19th | Member Meetup: Child Protection – Is It Working? 

April 19th | Water Action Day (see p. 4) 

April 24th | Board Meeting 

May 10th 10:15 a.m. | Book Club | The War on Science: Who’s Waging It, Why It Matters, What We Can Do About It | Sun 

Ray Library 

CMAL 
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High School Registration 

 
 

Water Action Day 
Join Minnesota groups working to protect our water on Wednesday, April 19th for the 2017 Minnesota 
Water Action Day! This is a day of public action and advocacy to let lawmakers know we care about our 
water. This all-day event will include a rally, issue trainings and meetings with your legislators. Come for 
all or part of the day. There will be trainings in the morning, both on how to actively engage legislators 
and on the water issues that we face in Minnesota. Throughout the day there will be events and other 
ways to keep people engaged, and the rally will be held in the Capitol Rotunda at 1pm.  
 

When: Wednesday, April 19th   

Where: Christ Lutheran Church, 105 University Ave W, St. Paul, MN 55103   
Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/minnesota-water-action-day-registration-31483505011  

The High School Voter Registration Committee met for the second time on February 16. New member 
Margaret Taylor joined the group. We plan to conduct registration at 7 large St. Paul High School in May 
2017. We will offer civics instruction in addition to doing voter registration. The course will focus on the St. 
Paul mayoral election of November 2017. Here's what we have in mind: “Use Your Vote” Discuss the 
importance of voting as a method of using your voice, pulling from the theme of the LWV Minnesota's 
Your Vote Your Voice website. This will include info about early/absentee voting as well as discussing the 
importance of local races and midterm elections (trying to use information from "Why Don't Millennials Vote 
For Mayor?" research to ensure better engagement and turnout).  Nick Harper will be teaching the classes. 
We will sign a contract with Nick asap, and then start contacting the schools to make arrangements. 
 
In addition to this year's program, we are discussing a five-year school program that has continuity and 
involves students to a much greater extent. More details are forthcoming. Our next meeting will be 
on Thursday, March 2, 2 pm at 730 Mercer St.  Please join us if you're interested.  
 
Committee Members: Diggit McLaughlin | Vicki Barnes | Margaret Taylor | Judy Screaton 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/minnesota-water-action-day-registration-31483505011
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We have had several new donations since the first 
of the year. To our newest donors: Thank you! 

 
Gregory Filice 
Jo Ann Lucas^ 
Diane Power^ 

 
(^ denotes League member) 

 

Verna was a loyal LWV member, most recently 
belonging to our St. Paul League.  She 
attended most of our M&Ms and was not afraid 
to speak up during question and answer 
sessions.  She was passionately interested in 
world events and started a Current Events Hour 
at the Episcopal Homes residence where she 
lived.  It was listed on the calendar and took 
place weekly.  Fifteen minutes was devoted to 
local news and another 15 minutes each to 
state, national and international news.  Verna 
graduated from Barnard College and served in 
the U. S. Navy during WW II where she worked 
decoding messages. Interment was at Ft. 
Snelling National Cemetery. 

 

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/verna-beaver-obituary 

 

March 8: The Age of Sustainable Development by Jeffrey D. Sachs 

April 12: A Nation of Nations: A Great Immigrant Story by Tom Gjelten 

May 10: The War on Science: Who’s Waging It, Why It Matters, What We Can Do About It 

by Shawn Lawrence Otto 

 

Book Club: 2nd Wednesdays @ 10:15 a.m. 
Sun Ray Library, 2105 Wilson Ave. 

To our newest members: Welcome! 
 

Sarah Arnold 
Catherine Bogolub 

Joann Ellis 
Catherine Guinan 

Wendy Jones 
Jo Lucas 

Marilyn Mauritz 
Morgan Croft-Schomak 

Sharon Slettehaugh 
Margaret Taylor 

 

Welcome, New Members Remembering Verna Beaver 

Thank You, Donors 

Taste of Service Fair 

The Civic Engagement Center at Macalester 
College again invited the LWVSP to participate 
in its spring Taste of Service fair. Mary Palmer 
and Mary Vik represented our League and spoke 
with students about opportunities to attend 
League meetings as well as to volunteer at voter 
service projects. A few of the students, among 
them 2 international students, expressed interest 
in attending our League’s Citizenship Tools 
workshop, and were encouraged to do so. 
 

Macalester students volunteering with the Civic Engagement Center. 
macalester.edu 
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